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son of Eber1 and 2500 from Peleg to Jesus Christ2. Thus when
the book appeared in the fourth year of Elagabalus, A.D. 221, its
readers were encouraged to look forward to a period of some three
centuries before the coming of that last millennial period, the
cSabbath' of the world, which was to succeed the six thousand
years of history. If the interval seems short, yet the scheme shows
that in the expectation of the author the millennial Kingdom of
Christ had retired into a fairly distant future. Apocalyptic Chris-
tianity was accommodating itself to a world which was at least
temporarily stable.
Together with a new scientific construction of world-history
based upon the scriptures of the Christian Church, the first half of
the third century witnessed the rise at Alexandria of a Christian
philosophy of the universe, founded upon the same authority.
The origins of Christianity in Egypt are wrapped in obscurity.
The earliest names associated with the new Faith at Alexandria
are those of eminent heretics: Basilides, Valentinus, and the Mar-
cionite Apelles. The Gospel of St John was certainly current in
Egypt well before the middle of the second century3. Whether or
not the other canonical Gospels were received at the same period
is unknown. In any event, the Egyptian Christians had an in-
digenous Gospel of their own, The Gospel according to the Egyptiansy
and this was tainted with gnostic influence. It has been plausibly
conjectured that the earliest Alexandrian Christianity was largely
gnostic in character, and that this explains the meagreness of our
^formation as to its history. In later centuries the patriarchal See
of Alexandria unlike the other patriarchates maintained relations
of close friendship and even a measure of subordination to the See
of Rome, and the suggestion has been made that this relationship
originated in help which the Roman Church supplied in freeing
the Church of Alexandria from heretical domination, and that the
later legend of the evangelization of Alexandria by St Mark (un-
known to Clement and Origen and still absent from the earliest
Latin Gospel prologues)4 reflects the same mission from Rome to
Egypt Be this as it may, when the Alexandrian Church emerges
into the light of history in the later years of the second century, we
find its leading teacher Clement at one with the Great Church in
1  Gen. x. 25. The name means * Division' and is interpreted in Genesis
of the division of the earth which is said to have taken place in the days of
Peleg. Julius interprets it also of the division of rime.
2  Fragments in Routh, Reliquiae Sacral, u, pp. 244, 245, 306.
3  See C. H. Roberts, An unpublished Fragment of the Fourth GospeL
4  D. de Bruyne in Revue benedictine, XL, 1928, pp. 196 sqq.